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A Social Characteristic Approach to the Busaner's Local Ethos

When we evaluate the cultural characteristics of a city or the origin of its own
policy, it is generally common to discuss it with local ethos. Nevertheless, the debate
on regional ethos has not been activated for various political reasons. This paper
attempts to take a a preliminary approach to Busaner's ethos from a sociological
perspectives.

We look at the shining commercial city traditions in the history of
Waegwan(Chosun-Japan Free Trade Zone), Dongnae merchants, and Joseon
Tongsinsa(Korea missions to Japan). This tradition of commercial cities made
unique lifestyle response to leaving hometown and historical separation. And the
stance of military-defense port city made Busan continous experience of external
invasion and internal exclusion from the core. Therefore, Busan people have
developed their own unique attitudes to cope with the daily life of this situation.

The core of ethos created in response to the respect of trust in the commercial
environment and the rountinized separation, hitorical exclusion are the local ethos
of loyalty and resistance. It is expressed as a malting-pot-typed collectivity, a
ocean-typed ruggedness, and a highly-cultural-context-typed brusqueness. This poses
the challenges of the times of such as community orientation, manifestation of

creative & arts talents, and respect for inner values respectively.
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